Where to Find Help on Campus
Consultants at the Hamline University Writing
Center, located in the basement of Bush Library,
are eager to help you with all stages of your
writing. We will work with you whether you have
just received an assignment and have no idea how
to begin or you have a finished draft and want help
with revisions.
You can make appointments online at WC Online.
Simply follow the instructions at:
http://rich37.com/hamline
We look forward to seeing you!

The Writing Center
Hamline University
Bush Library, Lower Level
651-523-2026
writingcenter@hamline.edu



As a graduate or undergraduate student, you are
most likely being asked to read a lot of books.
Reading them, however, is usually not enough.
Often, you may be asked to write reviews of these
books as a way of participating in academic
discourse.
What Does a Book Review Do?

Notice how the author has divided the book’s
sections or chapters. Does this help the author
make her point?

The review ends with a conclusion that concisely
summarizes the main points of the review and the
main issues it raises.

Note areas where you agree and disagree with the
author. Also, note the author’s experience and
qualifications: Are they sufficient to make him an
expert on this topic?

Polishing Your Book Review

A book review is a guide for potential readers. In a
concise manner, a review summarizes the author’s
qualifications and main points, often providing
examples from the text. A review also provides an
opinion on whether the author succeeds or not in
convincing readers of his or her points.

How to Format a Book Review

Keep in mind that a book review is not the same
thing as a book report. A book report is typically a
high school assignment. It is a summary of the
book and is a chance for students to demonstrate
that they actually read the book. A book review is
typically a college assignment and is an evaluation
of a book, often a recently published one, written
as a service to other readers.

The next section is usually an overview of the
book, with the title and author’s name restated. If
the author is well known, one or two of her other
books might be mentioned here. This is also a good
place to write a sentence or two about the book’s
purpose.

A book review provides three main things:
description, analysis, and expression of
reviewers’ reactions to the book. College
professors often assign book reviews as a way of
improving students’ descriptive, analytical, and
critical thinking skills.
Reading the Book
In essence, you prepare to write a book review
while you’re reading the book.
First, try to identify the author’s purpose in writing
the book, and then look for the main points the
author is making. Consider whether the author is
making them in a convincing way. Ask yourself
what kind of evidence the author is using. Do you
find this evidence convincing?

A book review usually begins with bibliographic
information about the book: author, title and
subtitle (if any), publisher, place and date of
publication, and number of pages.

Next, the book reviewer includes background
information to help put the book into an
understandable context for the reader. Was the
book written as a reaction to another book or social
phenomenon? Is the book the first of its kind on
the topic? Is the book one of several that have just
come out on the topic? If so, how is it different
from the others?
The next section should include a summary of the
author’s main points. The author’s words can be
paraphrased here, or small sections from the book
can be quoted, to give readers an idea of the
author’s voice and tone.
After this, it is time for the writer to provide an
evaluation of the book. In what ways does the
book succeed? In what ways does it fail? What, if
anything, seems left out? How does it compare to
other books on the same topic? Here the writer can
provide a personal experience or two to bolster the
evaluation.

If possible, leave the review for a day or two and
then come back to it with fresh eyes. Sometimes
you will find you have been too critical of the
book, perhaps due to something in it that raised an
emotional issue. You might find that your first
response was too enthusiastic, and that after a few
days you see the book differently. Time allows for
a more mature review.
Finally, make sure there are no errors in the
review. As always with revisions, check grammar,
spelling, punctuation, and word usage. Also,
double check to make sure your bibliographic
citation is perfect.
Accessing More Information


The Indiana University Writing Tutorial
Services: www.indiana.edu/~wts/wts/
bookreview.html



The Online Writing Lab (OWL) at Purdue
University: http://owl.english.purdue.edu
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