FSEM 1010 01, CRN 12520
Confronting the Superbugs: Antibiotic Resistance, Public Policy, and Public Health
Instructor: Presley Martin
Meets Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
Since the 1940s medicine has employed a large arsenal of powerful drugs - the antibiotics - to cure essentially all types
of bacterial infections. This has produced a profound reduction in the deaths due to bacterial infections - once the most
common cause of death for humans. However, in the past twenty years antibiotic resistance (bacteria that are no longer
killed by antibiotics) has grown from a rare problem in disease treatment to a frequent problem that is very difficult to
manage. In fact, there are now strains of bacteria (superbugs) that are resistant to all known antibiotic treatments. In
this seminar we will explore the growing problem of antibiotic resistance with a goal of answering the questions, “How
did we get here, and what can we do now?” We will examine these questions from many perspectives - historical,
medical, scientific, financial, ethical and political. Students will participate in discussions of all aspects of this issue, and
develop strategies and proposals that could help to stop or reverse the increase in bacterial infections that cannot be
treated with antibiotics. Students will also contribute to a research project, being conducted at Hamline, to determine
the distribution of specific antibiotic resistance genes in the environment.
FSEM 1010 02, CRN 12553
What happens when we cook?
Instructor: Melissa Fierke
Meets Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
Do you feel like a snack? How about a gluten foam that has been heated to denature the proteins, topped with an
emulsion of water in fat and a pectin gel? Sound appetizing? Or interesting? If so, this is the class for you!
In this course we will explore the components of our food, such as sugars, fats, proteins, etc. We will also study the
physical and chemical changes that occur during cooking conditions, such as heating, cooling, and mixing. In addition, we
will also learn about the effect that food has on us through our senses, studying flavor, fragrance and appearance.
While studying our food can be interesting and challenging, the best way to learn what happens during cooking is to
experiment. We will devote class time to cooking and experimenting, and will come to some (hopefully) delicious
conclusions.
P.S. In case you’re curious, the snack was a peanut butter and jelly sandwich.
FSEM 1010 03, CRN 12581
The Rhetorical Power of Humor
Instructor: George Gaetano
Meets Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
Though the obvious goal of most humor is to elicit laughter, humor also often serves more “serious” functions. In this
course we will explore how humor can be used to influence attitudes, beliefs, and values. The rhetorical function of
humor—its ability to persuade—will be examined through the writings of such people as Nora Ephron, David Sedaris,
Molly Ivins, Dave Barry, P.J. O’Rourke, among others. We will read scholarly articles that deal with the theories and
functions of humor, as well as the texts, Performing Marginality, which explores the use of humor by women and
people of color to assert their power, and Mark Twains’ Letters to the Earth, in which religious beliefs are satirized.
FSEM 1010 05, CRN 12688
Flashpoint Conflicts in American Politics Today
Instructor: Joseph Peschek
Meets Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
On issues from climate change to immigration, American politics today reveals deep and intensifying conflicts among
both citizens and political leaders as to how problems should be understood and what, if anything, should be done.
Growing numbers of both Republicans and Democrats not only disagree with members of the other party, but regard
the other side as an actual threat to the country. At times different groups of Americans seem to inhabit parallel
universes.

In this course we will discuss and examine political conflict, difference, and polarization in American politics today. How
real are these apparent conflicts? Is polarization deepening? What are the causes of flashpoint conflicts? Is conflict
rooted in basic value differences among people, such as differences in religious views?
Flashpoints politics will be explored by focusing on particular conflict-ridden issues: immigration, same-sex marriage,
policing and criminal justice, attitudes towards Islam, taxation and spending, climate change, and economic inequality,
among others. Through rigorous written and oral exercises, and by drawing on a wide range of multi-media sources of
scholarly and popular analysis and information, students will demonstrate their ability to explain and interpret
flashpoint conflicts.
FSEM 1010 06, 12701
American Cool: Hippies, Hip-Hop, Hipsters
Instructor: Valerie Chepp
Meets Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
What makes something or someone “cool”? Who decides what’s cool, and how is coolness valued? Moreover, who
reaps the benefits of cool, and how has coolness changed or stayed the same over time? This course will explore these
core questions in an effort to uncover the roots and ramifications of cool in American popular culture.
To do so, we will consider different definitions of cool by drawing upon cultural, artistic, social, and political artifacts
from various key “cool” movements in American culture and counter-culture from the last 100 years. Students will
explore the cool dimensions of the Harlem Renaissance (1920s), Beat Generation (1950s), Hippie Movement (1960s),
Hip-Hop Movement (1970s-1990s), and the contemporary Hipster Movement (2010s). Connections between these
movements will also be explored.
Throughout the course, the role of race, class, and gender will be central to our analysis, as we will continually locate
“cool” within systems of power and resistance. This analysis will shed light on some of the contradictions and paradoxes
surrounding cool. American cool is both timeless and ephemeral, characterized by pleasure and pain, inspiration and
cultural theft, desire and indifference.
This course will require students to engage in-depth with a wide variety of texts, spanning across different disciplines
(e.g., sociology, literature, cultural studies, gender studies, hip-hop studies), mediums (e.g., books, blogs, newspapers,
sound recordings, film/video, photography, paintings, body art), and time periods (1920s to today). As a final project,
students will have an opportunity to create their own “cool” cultural artifact and reflect upon the implications of naming
this artifact as a contribution to American cool culture.
FSEM 1010 07, CRN 12737
Just Say Know: Drugs and Drug Policy in America
Instructor: Mark Berkson
Meets Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
Should adults be able to decide what they put into their own bodies? Should the state be able to tell us what we can
and cannot ingest? If so, what criteria should be employed in deciding what should be legal and what should be illegal?
What should be the penalties for violating these laws? Is the taking of a drug (e.g., peyote) for religious purposes
protected by the First Amendment? Should employers have the right to test their employees for evidence of drug use?
Should farmers be allowed to grow hemp? How should children be educated about drugs? Is a “Drug War” the most
appropriate or productive metaphor for addressing issues of drug use and abuse? What are the alternatives? And what
is a “drug” anyway?
These are just some of the questions we will be exploring in this seminar. It is clear that drug policy is one of the most
important issues in America today. Its impact extends to the spheres of law and criminal justice, economics, race, civil
liberties, religious freedom, agriculture, public health and foreign policy. And yet there was no meaningful discussion of
drug policy from either Barack Obama or Mitt Romney during the entire presidential campaign. What can account for
this silence? The country seems to be deeply divided on these issues. While some politicians call for a more punitive

approach, many states are trying new approaches (including the legalization of cannabis), and governors and mayors
from across the ideological spectrum are calling for the reform of drug laws.
In this course, we will explore a number of approaches to drug policy, ranging from total prohibition to complete
legalization, as well as numerous positions in between. We will read a variety of different kinds of texts, including
autobiographical accounts of drug addicts whose habits have destroyed their lives; artists and writers whose drug use
plays a part in the creative process; prisoners who are serving 20 year sentences for first-time offenses; and religious
seekers for whom drugs are part of the spiritual quest. We will also read scholarly treatments of the issue, such as Mark
Kleiman’s Against Excess, Carl Hart’s High Price, Rod Evans’ Drug Legalization: For and Against, and Michelle Alexander’s
The New Jim Crow. We will hear from guest speakers and watch films that address drug-related issues. Students will
write papers dealing with different aspects of drug policy; these papers will be brought together in a manual complete
with policy recommendations at the end of the course.
FSEM 1010 08, CRN 12791
Coming to America
Instructor: Dorothee Dietrich
Meets Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
This First Year Seminar will examine the issue of immigration to the U.S. by addressing the following questions: Who
have been the immigrants in the past and who are our immigrants today? Why do people immigrate to the U.S.? How do
immigrants decide where to settle? What do the acculturation, assimilation, occupational and economic adaptation
processes among immigrants look like? What are the generational differences among first and second generation
immigrants? What happens to immigrants’ ethnic identities? What are the prevailing attitudes towards immigrants and
what are the psychological consequences of such attitudes? We will answer these questions by critically examining
assigned texts, articles, documentaries and movies via discussions, writing assignments, and individual and group
research presentations.
FSEM 1010 09, CRN 12990
iServe
Instructor: Jean Strait
Meets Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
This First-year Seminar embodies what it takes for one person to develop community and civic engagement beginning
with a public issue and carrying it though to change agent. Students will learn how to research, inform, engage, support,
fund and create change around a topic of their own personal commitment and passion. One person can make a huge
difference in communities using the five phase community engagement plan. Community engagement involves people
in the decisions that affect their lives. Civic engagement is the process used to collaborate and act together to create
positive change.
FSEM 1010 11, CRN 13063
Power of Stories, Stories of Power
Instructor: Colleen Bell
Meets Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
As human beings, we are creatures of story. From the moment we grasp language, we repeat stories we have been told
by those around us. At the same time, we develop the capacity to tell our own stories—stories about who we are in the
world, where we belong, and who we might become. When we begin to venture beyond home and neighborhood, the
first stories we learned will be compared with other stories. Some of our stories will be reinforced, others challenged,
some forbidden. Whether we are conscious of it or not, stories of power are shaping our experience of self, of others,
and of the world. That is the power of stories.
Our work in this seminar is to examine how story and power are intertwined. We will explore such questions as whose
stories are told, whose stories are heard, and which stories are treated as part of the “official” or “public” story. We will
consider who decides such questions, and we’ll study what Nigerian writer Chimananda Adichie calls “the danger of a
single story.” Participants will draw on their own earliest experiences as well as the seminar’s shared texts in the

process of coming to understand how power relations in U.S. society influence the process of identifying what
knowledge and which stories are most worthy.
FSEM 1010 12, CRN 13113
The Anatomy of Murder: forensic science, law enforcement, and the U.S. legal system
Instructor: Sue Myster
Meets Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
Violence is commonplace in our society. There are a number of factors that contribute to this and many theories to
explain it. Students will study several high profile local and national homicide cases that will provide insight into how
such crimes are resolved and the stakeholders involved. Students will begin by learning about the initial response to a
homicide including crime scene investigation, collection and analysis of forensic evidence, and criminal investigation by
law enforcement agencies. As the investigation proceeds, the role of attorneys, judges, and jurors will be examined.
Topics to be discussed include theories of violence, victimology, role of the media, admissibility of forensic and other
evidence, trial procedures from the perspectives of prosecution, defense, and the judge, and determination and
imposition of punishment.
FSEM 1010 13, CRN 13133
Pathway to Peace: Restorative Justice
Instructor: Melissa Embser-Herbert
Meets Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
What does the word ‘justice’ mean to you? Perhaps you think of the criminal justice system? You might admit that when
you hear the word ‘justice,’ the thought of revenge isn’t far away. Or, maybe something more spiritual or philosophical
comes to mind. We will begin our journey by exploring the many ways we understand the concept of justice. Then, we
will turn our attention to the paradigm of restorative justice. Our primary focus will be restorative justice as it occurs in
societies with a “traditional” criminal justice system, where the principal response to crime tends to be retribution, or
“punishment,” oriented. But, we will also consider restorative practices in settings ranging from K-12 schools across
North America to communities as far away as New Zealand and Rwanda. Readings include The Little Book of Restorative
Justice, by Howard Zehr, known worldwide for his pioneering work in restorative justice. We will view a number of
videos including The Final Gift, also meeting with the filmmaker, Therese Bartholomew, via Skype. In addition to learning
from readings, videos, and guest speakers, as well as each other, you will also have the opportunity to explore different
restorative processes including a restorative justice circle. Students with interests in criminal justice, human rights, law,
social justice, and/or sociology may find this course particularly appealing.
FSEM 1010 15, CRN 13140
What to eat now?: Diets, Supplements and nutrition for healthy living
Instructor: Betsy Martinez-Vaz
Meets Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
Eat this, No that! Do you ever wonder what are the best foods or whether you need to be taking dietary supplements?
Nutrition is a topic relevant to everyday life. The news media often publishes stories on novel diets and foods that are
supposed to improve health or cure disease. An estimated 45 million Americans diet each year and spend $33 billion
annually on weight loss products. More than half the adults in the United States take at least a dietary supplement every
day.
In this class, we will explore the principles of basic nutrition and metabolism. We will examine several popular diets and
supplements and discuss their nutritional value. The first part of the class will cover the nutrient content of foods,
information on food labels and nutritional requirements. The students will have the opportunity to perform individual
assessments of their diet and design a plan to improve eating habits and fulfill nutritional needs. The second part of the
course will cover topics related to eating disorders and major nutritional problems in our society and the world. Special
emphasis will be given the safety of our food supply and chronic diseases linked to nutritional issues. We will also have
the opportunity to do various experiments to learn about food probiotics and the nutrient content of common foods.

FSEM 1010 17, CRN 13145
Ideas Imagined: Creativity for Innovation and Everyday Life
Instructor: Caroline Hilk
Meets Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
This course provides students with a fast-paced adventure through the creative process! The goal of the class is to
explore the practical tools you will need to generate new ideas, observe your surroundings, propose solutions to
problems, and work productively in teams to create something entirely new. You will have many opportunities to think
outside the box!
Students in this course will read scholarly literature on where innovative ideas come from, examine the work of creative
masters in a range of disciplines, develop a personal ideas journal, and create a collaborative media project to share with
the community. We will also spend time discussing how to be a successful college student and make the most of what
Hamline has to offer.
This seminar is designed for artists, scientists, scholars, performers, and questioners who are willing to work hard and
flex your imagination. If you think you are a creative person or if you think you are not—this class is for you.
FSEM 1010 18, CRN 13162
Hamline Engineering
Instructor: Andrew Rundquist
Meets Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
How do engineers think? Are they any different from scientists? How are engineers creative? What problem can I solve
that will help people? These are just some of the questions we’ll engage with in this class. We’ll explore engineering
challenges from lots of different directions, constantly sharpening our own definition of engineering. In order to
understand as much as possible about the interconnections among engineering, science, and society, we’ll read about
the history of engineering, talk with women and men who are practicing engineers, and tackle various challenges. You’ll
produce both written reports and YouTube videos to document your learning. You’ll also plan a year-long project that, if
completed in the spring, can count as your General Physics I laboratory.
Note that Calculus I (MATH 1170) is a co-requisite for this course.
FSEM 1010 20, CRN 13178
iLead: Leadership messages from Pop Culture
Instructor: Wendy Burns
Meets Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
What does Olivia Pope, the Billboard Hot 100 List and hit animated show, Family Guy have to do with leadership?
Whether it is the organizational structure of the Bella’s from Pitch Perfect, the stages of group development seen in
Orange is the New Black or the sources of power included in hit songs by Nicki Minaj, examples of leadership can be
found surrounding us every day. Embedded in the books we read, movies and television shows we watch and even the
music that we listen to, are elements of leadership. In this course we will explore the concept of leadership, its
complexities, and how it is portrayed in things we are exposed to every day.
The course will use a multi‐disciplinary approach in our exploration of the topic of leadership. From a historical
perspective, we will examine old assumptions and ideas about leadership and how these have changed over time. From
a sociological approach, we will explore how messages about leadership are impacted by the gender and cultural
influences and learn how leaders and followers mutually shape the environment of an organization or community. From
a psychological and educational perspective, we will emphasize learning about yourself and understanding your
responsibilities as a member of multiple communities.

FSEM 1010 21, CRN 13181
Building Interfaith Community through the Good Food Revolution
Instructor: Nancy Victorin-Vangerud
Meets Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
One of the best ways of learning about others’ religious and spiritual traditions is to share a meal together! The meal
could be a casual get-together, a milestone celebration or even a religious holy day. A good meal shared creates
community through hospitality, conversation, rituals and celebration. Yet in a world of food scarcity, soil depletion,
poverty, drought and many other challenges, growing good food for good meals becomes an opportunity for religious
and spiritual communities to learn from and with one another. This First-year Seminar draws on the inspiration and
vision of Will Allen, founder of the urban agriculture organization called Growing Power in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. For
two years now, Hamline students have served with Growing Power over spring break as one of our Catalyst “Be the
Change” service trips. Allen believes that growing healthy food for others can be a spiritual practice! This FYSem will
explore innovative collaborations here in the Twin Cities involving diverse communities, cultures and congregations who
are passionate about what Allen calls “The Good Food Revolution.” We will be building our own interfaith community as
a class and digging into the fall harvest season with various neighborhood community gardens. Sharing together in
several meals that we harvest and prepare ourselves, we will reflect on how food production intersects with social,
economic and environmental issues. We will also learn about diverse religious traditions’ good meals and how they bring
people together for feeding interfaith learning.
FSEM 1010 22, CRN 13182
Living in a Rape Culture: What are we going to do about it?
Instructor: Carolyn Levy
Meets Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
Two startling statistics: Every two minutes, someone in America is raped; and, one out of four college women are or will
be victims of rape or attempted rape. As we grapple with why these may be true, we must look at the culture that
surrounds these facts, the culture we must call a "rape culture." "What is a rape culture? A society that accepts sexual
violence and the fear of violence as the norm. A society that, knowingly or not, perpetuates models of masculinity,
femininity and sexuality that foster aggression, violence and fear." (from Transforming a Rape Culture) In this seminar,
we will explore the culture that we live in, examine what makes it a "rape culture" and most importantly, we will
develop strategies for change. This is a class for men and women who are earnestly interested in social change and
willing to explore hard issues along the way. Readings will include Transforming a Rape Culture, Telling: A Memoir of
Rape and Recovery, I Never Called it Rape, and others. In addition to readings, we will view videotapes, meet with guest
speakers and conduct interviews. Course work will include writing and developing of projects and presentations.
FSEM 1010 23, CRN 13183
Going Meta without Exploding Your Brain
Instructor: Lisa Nordeen
Meets Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
Research teaches us that highly developed metacognitive skills are one of the key traits that good problem solvers
possess. Good problem solvers are able to recognize flaws and biases within their own thinking, take a step back and
consider their thought processes through self-evaluation, and then make revisions based on those evaluations.
Metacognition helps us to decide what we understand and what we don't understand and then direct our own learning.
"Going meta" means to become an audience of your own performance. Throughout this course, students will be
challenged to "go meta" as a way to become more aware of their own learning and take control of their actions.
*This FYSem is reserved for students who are members of the Institute for Academic Success Program.
FSEM 1010 24, CRN 13184
Flipping Pages and Catching Flicks: Movies and the Books They’re Based On
Instructor: Patrick Hueller
Meets Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
Maybe you're in line at a movie theater. Maybe you're searching Netflix. Maybe you finally find a movie, THE movie, you
want to watch. That's when someone—a friend? a bystander? the ticket booth worker?—says, ”The book is way better

than the movie.” Is he or she just being snooty? Or is he/she right? Is the movie always worse than the book it's based
on? (If so, why make the movie in the first place?) Do movies have storytelling limitations? Do books have storytelling
limitations? Do some kinds of books make better movies? Do movies have an obligation to be loyal to the books they're
based on? These are the sort of questions we'll be asking in this course. By the end of the semester, we will have read
several books, watched several movies, and (hopefully) come up with loads of interesting thoughts about both.
*This FYSem is reserved for students who are members of the Institute for Academic Success Program.
FSEM 1010 25, CRN 13185
Latin American Cultural Narrative: Views from the South
Instructor: George Chu
Meets Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
This seminar will explore the rich culture of Latin America with an emphasis on the social, historical, literary, and artistic
trends that have shaped this continent and region on the move in the five hundred and twenty years since the arrival of
the Conquistadors.
We will examine culture through poetry, music, and film. Memoirs of individuals living across different cultures will
provide first-hand accounts of contrasts between national identities. Students will broaden and deepen their
perspective on how the United States has evolved in relation to the twenty-plus countries that share the Western
Hemisphere, and to contemporary issues of immigration and the dynamics of social change.
Students will do critical and analytical reading, participate and lead group discussions, and complete an individual
research project. Knowledge of Spanish or Portuguese is advantageous: La verdad, aunque severa, es amiga verdadera.
FSEM 1010 27, CRN 13242
The City as University: Hamline without Walls
Instructor: Jim Scheibel
Meets Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
One of the strengths of Hamline is that it is located in the middle of an enriched urban area. During a student’s college
years, they should take advantage of the many resources in the city that can complement their academic program on
campus. The whole city should be considered the campus of the university. This course introduces first year students to
the city—its cultural, political, business, charitable and civic life. An emphasis will be placed on the local community. City
leaders will speak with the students and share how they build community and how the students can be active citizens.
Developing a strong ethic of citizenship is one objective of a Hamline education. This seminar explores what it means to
be an active and fully engaged citizen student. Students will learn what it means to be co-creators of democracy.
Students will prepare a plan to be a fully engaged student during their college years.
FSEM 1010 29, CRN 13244
Parks and Recreation, or “Have you thanked a public servant lately?”
Instructor: Kris Norman-Major
Meets Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
Leslie Knope and Ron Swanson have different views of what government should do. From Socialist to Libertarian, there
are lots of different ideas about the proper role of government and how we define the public good. Using episodes of
Parks and Recreation as a jumping off point, this course will explore the role of government in our lives, the services it
provides and our role as constituents in shaping it. Students will hear from various public servants and explore the many
ways public policy and public administration affect our lives on a daily basis. By the end of the course students will know
who to thank or blame depending on if they side more with Leslie or Ron.
FSEM 1010 30, CRN 13245
Refine your life: Economics and Me
Instructor: Hossein Akhavi-Pour
Meets Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
Economics is the study of how people choose to use scarce resources. In this course we learn how lessons from the
science of economics can be employed by individuals, families, and communities to achieve a more rewarding life.

Economic questions affect directly or indirectly every facet of our life. The freedom of choice is wonderful, but our
choices have costs. In this course we explore some of the daily (and not so daily) economic questions that we face. The
following list is a snap shot of a few of those questions that we explore.
• What should I do with my free time?
• What is the economics of love?
• Should I vote? Steve does not vote and he is doing just fine!
• Why should I be concerned about energy cost? Gas prices are going down now!
• Should I save more or consume all my income? I am really confused!
• Is the dream of having my own business dead? Please say no!
• Will you pay for my grandma’s health costs?
• Does it pay to go to college? One of my friends says no!
• What should I do when the economy is experiencing very, very slow growth?
• Why I am still unemployed? How come Mary has a job?
• Are there an optimum number of kids I should have?

•

Why should I care about China’s economic growth? My shoes were cheap!

And many more questions to ask and explore!
Note that Microeconomics (ECON 1310) or Macroeconomics (ECON 1320) is a co-requisite for this course.
FSEM 1020 01, CRN 12772
Multicultural England
Instructor: Kristina Deffenbacher
Meets Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
In this writing-intensive seminar we will examine representations and realities of multiculturalism in contemporary
England. We will explore how histories—especially of empire, slavery, and immigration—shape, and are in turn shaped
by, contemporary racial/ethnic/religious relations in England. Our texts for this first section of the course will include
Zadie Smith’s fictional intervention in these histories in her award-winning novel White Teeth, and sociological and
political studies in Race and Racism in Britain and The State of Race. We will then tighten our focus to the post-World
War II history of one district in London: Notting Hill. For this case study we will analyze accounts of the Notting Hill race
riots, engage in cultural studies of the Notting Hill Carnival, and explore how the internationally-popular film Notting Hill
represents the neighborhood, whiteness, and Britishness. Along the way, we will reflect on the implications of our
findings for how we think about multiculturalism in the U.S. At the end of the course, students will engage in an
independent research project on a related issue.
As this is a first-year writing course, we will pay as much attention to how we process the material through critical
thinking, reading, and writing as we pay to the content itself. The writing component of the course fulfills a Hamline
Plan requirement (first-year college writing, represented by the “E”); please note that it is possible to receive a passing
grade in the FYSem but be recommended to take an additional writing course.
Because this is a writing-intensive FYSem, you do not need to register for English 1110.
FSEM 1020 02, CRN 12773
What Happened to the First Amendment?: Technology, Politics, and “Free Speech” in 21st Century US
Instructor: Aaron McKain
Meets Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
For a large chunk of the 20th century, the First Amendment—and the right to “free expression”—was taught as the
bedrock, bi-partisan genetic code of the still young democratic experiment known as America. In the first years of the
21st century, the so-called decade of terror and digital revolution, both the legal vitality and the civic mythology of “free
speech” has been threatened from three sources: the government, the private sector, and even the collective body

politic, which weighs in with new controversies about ‘seditious’ expression. The goal of this class would be to analyze
what has happened to the first amendment.
Students should expect to engage in an analysis of cornerstone court cases (such as trials of war crimes, anarchist
activists, or student protests), cultural movements (such as theories of language and violence or the recent
phenomenon of 'sexting'), and technology (we will consider how Silicon Valley locks us into particular modes and
contexts of personal, private, and political expression). We will also explore how We, the People, have been converted
and convinced and recruited into these particular legal, cultural, and technological conceptualizations of “free speech.”
Because this is a writing-intensive FYSem, you do not need to register for English 1110.
FSEM 1020 04, CRN 12774
Language, Myth and Politics in the works of JRR Tolkien
Instructor: Stephen Kellert
Meets Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
The success of the recent Lord of the Rings and Hobbit movies raises a number of questions: Why do some people
consider Tolkien's work the greatest literary achievement of the Twentieth Century, while others would consider it
ridiculous to discuss fantasy novels in a college classroom? How did J. R. R. Tolkien, a professor of Old English language
and literature, manage to write some of the most successful and best-loved stories of all time? Why did he say that his
purpose was fundamentally linguistic, and that he sought to construct a national mythology for England? What
messages does Tolkien’s work carry for those concerned about war, environmental destruction, or race relations?
In addition to reading The Lord of the Rings, we will explore a wide variety of critical reactions both positive and
negative. You don’t need to know how to read Elvish, or even know who Frodo is, to explore some of the important
issues raised by Tolkien’s work. But if you enjoy lively discussions about challenging and controversial subjects, and
want to learn about how language, myth, and politics interact, then it is worth taking fantasy seriously.
Because this is a writing-intensive FYSem, you do not need to register for English 1110.
FSEM 1020 05, 13186
Telling Stories – Love, Passion and Betrayal
Instructor: Bill Wallace
Meets Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
To Be Announced.
FSEM 1020 06, 13189
Ten Hottest Issues in International Relations
Instructor: Binnur Ozkececi-Taner
Meets Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
This course provides an opportunity to students to read, learn, discuss, and write about 10 of the world’s most pressing
issues. While some topics for this course are chosen by the instructor, students will have a chance to select at least
three of the 10 issues we will examine in detail. Among the topics to be covered are the following: (1) Role of Culture
and Religion in International Relations; (2) Human Rights and Humanitarian Intervention; (3) Refugees, Immigrants, and
Internally Displaced People, and (4) Private Armies and the Future of Warfare. Students will be required to do in-class
writings and peer reviews. They will also complete a research paper, which they will present to class at the end of the
semester.
Because this is a writing-intensive FYSem, you do not need to register for English 1110.

FSEM 1020 07, 13192
The Heart of Mathematics
Instructor: Arthur Guetter
Meets Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
This is a course on mathematics, but it will be unlike any mathematics course that you have taken before. If you view
mathematics as a set of formulas to apply to a list of problems, you will be disappointed; if you want endless,
unmotivated word problems, look elsewhere. In this course, we hope to discover what mathematics really is: a living,
creative, powerful, and even artistic project, a subject with connections to other fields of inquiry such as the sciences,
history, and philosophy.
We will ask a broad range of questions that have immediate applications. How does data encryption work? What do
those bar codes on my cereal box mean? How do I know that a particular medicine does what it claims to do? But we
will go far beyond this, and view mathematics as a powerful technique of pure thought, more akin to philosophy than
physics. We hope to show that the search for answers to such questions has a unique beauty and interest of its own. The
emphasis will not be a compilation of facts, but an exploration of connections and patterns.
The topics we will study will encompass a broad range of ideas, many of them of recent vintage: prime numbers (there
are still many unknown properties), geometry, topology (how can one distinguish a tire inner tube from a balloon?),
fractals, probability and statistics, and more. We will also look at the role of mathematics in the modern world: for
example, could mathematics offer a better voting system?
Because this is a writing-intensive FYSem, you do not need to register for English 1110.
FSEM 1020 08, CRN 13580
Juries: You be the Judge
Instructor: Leondra Hanson
Meets Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
Over the past few decades, juries and individual jurors have been increasingly criticized by media and citizens in
response to controversial, and sometimes seemingly unbelievable, verdicts. Based on perceived injustice and error,
observers have called into question the fairness and adequacy of the jury system in civil and criminal cases. In this
writing-intensive seminar we will look at the work of juries generally and peel back the headlines in some of the most
condemned decisions of the past few decades to explore whether those juries got it wrong and, if so, why that
happened. We will look at the system from a variety of vantage points and disciplines to consider what leads juries to
the decisions they make. Students will choose a case/verdict or a related issue to research in depth and will present
their work in a paper and presentation to the class.
Because this is a writing-intensive FYSem, you do not need to register for English 1110.
FSEM 1020 09, CRN 13706
Are you “Predictably Irrational?”
Instructor: Stacie Bosley
Meets Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
Why do people cheat, procrastinate, seek vengeance and, at the same time, give anonymous donations to people they
will never meet? Why might they gamble and buy insurance in the same week? Humans don't always, or even often,
behave in predictable and conventionally rational ways. The growing field of behavioral economics seeks to find patterns
and explanations for unexpected choices in personal health, savings, relationships, and beyond. This First-year Seminar
will discuss perspectives on rationality and explore choice in various arenas of human life. We will study the work of Dan
Ariely (author of Predictably Irrational and The Upside of Irrationality), among other behavioral scholars, and use
economic experiments to investigate our own decision-making.
Note that 12620, ECON 1310, Microeconomic Analysis, is a co-requisite for this course. If you are transferring in ECON
1310, you do not need to enroll in ECON 1310 this fall.
Because this is a writing-intensive FYSem, you do not need to register for English 1110.

