FSEM 1010 02, CRN 15015
The F Word: Gender, Power, and Privilege in America
Instructor: Kristin Mapel Bloomberg
Meets: Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
Dare to use the F Word: Feminism! Students in this section of First-Year Seminar will learn about
feminism, including its definitions and how it can be used for knowledge production and activism for
social justice. Our course will use the Ms. Magazine digital reader to access current and historical
publications about feminism. We will spend the semester exploring the intersectional aspects of gender,
race, class, and sexuality in American culture through topics such as violence against women, equity and
labor, media and popular culture, women in leadership, and more.

FSEM 1010 05, CRN 15044
North Minneapolis: 1967/2016
Instructor: Earl Schwartz
Meets: Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
In this First-Year Seminar we explore North Minneapolis in the years 1967-1968, fateful years of growing
political consciousness, resistance, violence, and hope in the United States. A focal point of these
developments in the Twin Cities was North Minneapolis. We will revisit those years through the eyes of
people who worked, worshipped, lived, and learned on the Northside in the 1960s, and those who do so
now.

FSEM 1010 06, CRN 15081
The Rhetorical Power of Humor
Instructor: George Gaetano
Meets: Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
In addition to entertaining people, humor can also be used to persuade. It can aid in shaping people’s
perceptions, changing opinions, and even reinforcing and intensifying existing beliefs. In this First-Year
Seminar we will examine how people from groups who are marginalized by either their gender, race,
ethnicity, or sexual orientation, are able to use humor to exercise power that the dominant culture
often denies them. We will analyze the comic stand up routines and satirical writings of humorists from
such groups, as well as programs like The Daily Show, SNL, and Last Week Tonight with John Oliver, and
examine how humor is used to influence people’s beliefs and opinions concerning issues of sexism,
racism, homophobia, and xenophobia.

FSEM 1010 07, CRN 15102
The Heart of Mathematics
Instructor: Art Guetter
Meets: Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
This is a course on mathematics, but it will be unlike any mathematics course that you have taken
before. If you view mathematics as a set of formulas to apply to a list of problems, you will be
disappointed; if you want endless, unmotivated word problems, look elsewhere. In this course, we hope
to discover what mathematics really is: a living, creative, powerful, and even artistic project, a subject
with connections to other fields of inquiry such as the sciences, history, and philosophy.
We will ask a broad range of questions that have immediate applications. How does data encryption
work? What do those bar codes on my cereal box mean? How do I know that a particular medicine does
what it claims to do? But we will go far beyond this, and view mathematics as a powerful technique of
pure thought, more akin to philosophy than physics. We hope to show that the search for answers to
such questions has a unique beauty and interest of its own. The emphasis will not be a compilation of
facts, but an exploration of connections and patterns.
The topics we will study will encompass a broad range of ideas, many of them of recent vintage: prime
numbers (there are still many unknown properties), geometry, topology (how can one distinguish a tire
inner tube from a balloon?), fractals, probability and statistics, and more. We will also look at the role of
mathematics in the modern world: for example, could mathematics offer a better voting system?

FSEM 1010 08, CRN 15132
Physics and Engineering
Instructor: Bruce Bolon
Meets: Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
In this course, students will learn about the multiple fields that a Hamline physics degree prepares them
for. Much of the focus will be on the wide range of engineering disciplines available, and what students
should do to best prepare for each. This will include having students explore what jobs each type of
engineer might do, and what companies, both locally and globally, hire such engineers.
Note that you must also enroll in Calculus I (MATH 1170), or transfer it in, if you enroll in this First-year
Seminar.

FSEM 1010 09, CRN 15178
Humans at High Altitude: Beyond the Science
Instructor: Mike Farris
Meets: Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
Mountains were believed to be the home of spirits or demons in many cultures. The mystical
experiences reported by early high-altitude travelers were caused by lack of oxygen, or hypoxia. The
goal of this class is to explore how a simple environmental factor (oxygen) influences human function
and human populations.
We will first examine the biological effects of hypoxia and the ways in which the body changes in
response to lack of oxygen. We will then explore how hypoxia has influenced human geography,

evolution, social structure, and culture. This course is designed for non-scientists, and we will emphasize
techniques that allow non-scientists to understand and utilize scientific information.

FSEM 1010 11, CRN 15211
Discovery and Invention – Would you like to be the next Elizabeth Blackburn1 or James Watson2?
Instructor: Nicholas Schlotter
Meets: Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
How do we create, invent, or make a new product or discovery? In this course we will investigate how
people have made new discoveries and inventions and learn that anyone, even you, can use the same
processes to take your ideas into the future. New discoveries and inventions are related to our changing
knowledge of the world which can be used to invent new products. Consider Stephanie Kwolak who
discovered a liquid crystalline polymer, better known as Kevlar, used in items like bullet-proof vests and
ultralight canoes. Or Alexander Fleming who had to discover a fungus that killed bacteria before he
could find penicillin. However, inventions may not need to be based on new discoveries. More often,
inventions are motivated by one’s need or desire as suggested by “necessity is the mother of invention.”
An example you’ve certainly heard of is Thomas Edison and his light bulb, but what about Marion
Donovan and the disposable diaper? Yet the process of inventing can also lead to new discoveries
showing that there is a connectivity between invention and discovery. We will also look at the impact of
discovery and invention on society and culture. Can we predict the future based on existing technology
and knowledge? How far into the future can we predict before our predictions become unreliable?
Literature has a rich history of predicting the future and can provide us with examples of possible
inventions and futures (e.g., the 1946 Dick Tracey two-way radio wrist watch, flying cars, 1984 by
George Orwell and Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury). What about the ethics of invention? How do we
address responsible invention? How does one make a living by inventing? In addition to finding some
answers to the questions posed, we will also apply what we learn about the inventing and discovery
process to make our own individual inventions (and test, if possible) as a course exercise.
1

2

Elizabeth Blackburn, co-discovered telomerase, the enzyme that replenishes the telomere. For this
work, she was awarded the 2009 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine.
James Watson, co-discoverer of the structure of DNA in 1953 was awarded the 1962 Nobel Prize in
Physiology or Medicine "for discoveries concerning the molecular structure of nucleic acids and its
significance for information transfer in living material.

FSEM 1010 12, CRN 15244
The Good, the Bad and the Ugly: The Inner Workings of the Legal System
Instructor: Jeanne Kosieradzi
Meets: Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
Have you ever heard about a legal case and wondered if what is being reported is actually true, or asked
yourself how a particular outcome could come to be? There seems to be a national conversation about
the documentary entitled Making a Murderer but there are many thought provoking legal cases that
have occurred in the United States. Are you aware of the Supreme Court ruling finding that some
human beings can be treated as property, or the Supreme Court ruling finding that women with a law
degree and bar exam passage could legally be denied a license to practice law despite having met all
qualifications to be licensed? Did you hear about the jury decision that mandated the Ku Klux Klan pay
millions of dollars to the family of one of their victims? The United States Supreme Court has even ruled
as to whether a tomato is a fruit or a vegetable. In this seminar we will explore the legal system by

analyzing various court cases. We will begin with some noteworthy events and follow the progress
through investigation, trial and post trial work. Through this process we will analyze the expected and
unexpected results that may occur within our nation's system of justice.

FSEM 1010 13, CRN 15264
Red States, Blue States, and the Sociology of the 2016 Presidential Election
Instructor: Ryan LeCount
Meets: Tuesday/Thursday 12:50-2:20
Do all liberals drink lattes? Do all conservative own guns? When it comes to national politics, why do we
say that some states are “Red” and others are “Blue?” Are the political cultures of these states really as
different as these names might suggest? This First-Year Seminar is a Sociological examination of modern
US politics, with particular attention to the social and demographic factors associated with political
identity and behavior. Using the 2016 US Presidential election as a backdrop, students will learn about
how political attitudes and behaviors are distributed across the US population and what those
distributions mean for modern politics.

FSEM 1010 15, CRN 15461
Examining East Asian Politics Through the Lens of Movies
Instructor: Zhenqing Zhang
Meets: Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
This course crosses the political and historical barriers to introduce political and economic development
through films from China (Mainland, Hong Kong, and Taiwan), Korea, and Japan in the 20th century. It
traces the development of East Asian politics through the lens of cinema and covers themes such as
Chinese Revolution, Second World War, the Cultural Revolution, industrialization, and globalization.
Issues of urbanization, race, and representation will be another important focus. Students will acquire
basic knowledge about East Asian politics by analyzing the film narratives.

FSEM 1010 16, CRN 15462
Flashpoint Conflicts in American Politics
Instructor: Joe Peschek
Meets: Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
On issues from climate change to immigration, American politics today reveals deep and intensifying
conflicts among both citizens and political leaders as to how problems should be understood and what,
if anything, should be done. Growing numbers of both Republicans and Democrats not only disagree
with members of the other party, but regard the other side as an actual threat to the country. At times
different groups of Americans seem to inhabit parallel universes.
In this course we will discuss and examine political conflict, difference, and polarization in American
politics today. How real are these apparent conflicts? Is polarization deepening? What are the causes of
flashpoint conflicts? Is conflict rooted in basic value differences among people, such as differences in
religious views?
Flashpoint politics will be explored by focusing on particular conflict-ridden issues: immigration, samesex marriage, policing and criminal justice, attitudes towards Islam, taxation and spending, climate

change, and economic inequality, among others. Through rigorous written and oral exercises, and by
drawing on a wide range of multi-media sources of scholarly and popular analysis and information,
students will demonstrate their ability to explain and interpret flashpoint conflicts.

FSEM 1010 17, CRN 15690
The Beauty of Forensic Evidence: A Microscopy Perspective
Instructor: Glenn Hardin
Meets: Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
Have you ever wondered where physical evidence comes from, or how it comes to be found at a crime
scene? How is physical evidence examined and interpreted by forensic scientists? Physical evidence left
behind by a perpetrator following an act of violence can appear quite beautiful when studied under a
microscope. In this course students will learn about the history of forensic science, through readings of
some of the world’s oldest literature and through reviewing some notable cases. In the laboratory
students will also examine materials that are commonly found at crime scenes. Topics to be discussed
will include key legal and scientific challenges facing forensic scientists, how evidence examinations are
interpreted, admissibility of physical evidence in court, how forensic scientists work with attorneys, and
expert testimony.

FSEM 1010 18, CRN 15731
Parks, and Sewers, and Cops – Oh My!
Instructor: Kris Norman-Major
Meets: Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
Oh the things we take for granted – green space, running water, sewage-free streets, public safety,
roads, buses and light rail, places to eat, shop and live...the list goes on. Ever wonder who provides all of
these things? Or maybe you haven't but now that you think about it, you're curious. The most
prominent source for all these things is local government. Through guest speakers, the show Parks and
Recreation and role play where you run the city of Camelot, this course will explore the role of local
government in our lives. You might even get to be Mayor and more importantly, you'll know who to
thank when the shower and toilet work each day.

FSEM 1010 19, CRN 15732
Presidential Election 2016
Instructor: Jim Scheibel
Meets: Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
2016 is a presidential year. In this course students will learn about previous presidential elections,
review the strategy and tactics for the current campaigns, hear from representatives of the campaigns,
volunteer for a candidate or a GOTV effort, analyze the results, and discuss what the election may mean
for the future. Through readings, discussions, volunteering and hearing from participants in campaigns,
reporters and former candidates the 2016 election will be vibrant and alive.

FSEM 1010 20, CRN 15733
The Big Short and the Credit Crisis that Caused It: What Happened, Why, and How it Affects Us Today
Instructor: Daniel Toninato
Meets: Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
The course will cover the events in the capital markets that lead to the credit crisis of 2008. We will look
at how the environment was developed that could create a crisis in our banking system and how that
environment has changed since. We will look at how different markets affected each other and what
decisions from different parties were most influential leading up to and coming out of the crisis. The
course will look at several books written on the topic including The Big Short and Too Big to Fail and try
to understand the different perspectives of the parties involved.

FSEM 1010 21, CRN 15734
Tax the Rich, Tax the Poor, Tax Them ‘til There Are No More
Instructor: Nancy Webber
Meets: Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
This particular First-Year Seminar explores the U.S. income tax system. We will look at the evolution of
taxes in America, how taxes become law, and develop the life skill of preparing an individual tax return.
Students will be exposed to lively debates on current tax law and alternatives to the present income tax
system. This class is ideal for students who have an interest in pursuing coursework in business related
classes.

FSEM 1010 22, CRN 15739
Technology and Media in Human Development
Instructor: Paula Mullineaux
Meets: Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
This First-Year Seminar will examine the role of technology and media on physical, cognitive, and socialemotional development by addressing the following questions: How is technology and media changing
the way we learn, think and focus? What is the impact of media and technology on education? What are
the positive and negative influences of technology and media on our social interactions and identity
development? Does technology and media have a negative or positive effect on our mental and physical
health? We will answer these questions by critically examining assigned texts, articles, videos via
discussions, writing assignments, and individual and group presentations.

FSEM 1010 24, CRN 15746
You’d Be Bored Without Us: Scoundrels, Creeps, and Wretches on the Page and Screen
Instructor: John Brandon
Meets: Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
In any compelling narrative, something must threaten—bodily, emotionally, financially, spiritually,
whatever—the main character or characters. In this First-Year Seminar, we will explore as many of the
countless types of villains (femmes fatales to high-IQ sociopaths to ravenous sea creatures to perilous
weather) as time allows, and the various methods, tools, and talents these villains employ to enact their
sundry antagonisms. We will note the damning flaws, sinister predilections, and ruinous formative
experiences that guide these evildoers down their dark paths, and the different brands of wickedness

they practice, from sabotage to psychological abuse to good old physical menace. We will examine
what lends some villains a sympathetic quality, while others come off purely despicable start to finish
and top to bottom. We will consider the undeniable human fascination with these shadowy, damaged
figures, the strange attraction we’re apt to feel to the unpredictability, unconventionality, and
rebelliousness that surround them. We will ponder the way reader/viewer expectations sometimes
differ in regard to villains from genre to genre (for instance, the Joker would feel awkwardly over-thetop in film noir, but works beautifully as Batman’s adversary), and ponder also the complex emotional
responses often elicited by anti-heroes and noble law-breakers.
Texts will include: short stories—perhaps Richard Bausch’s “Nobody in Hollywood” and “The Man Who
Knew Belle Starr,” “Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?” by Joyce Carol Oates, Flannery
O’Connor’s “A Good Man Is Hard to Find,” Stanley Elkin’s “A Poetics for Bullies;” novels—perhaps The
Talented Mr. Ripley by Patricia Highsmith, Misery by Stephen King, Something Wicked This Way Comes
by Ray Bradbury; and movies—perhaps Jaws, 2001: A Space Odyssey, Double Indemnity. (I write
‘perhaps’ because this is not a full list, and some of the texts/films listed may change.)
CAUTIONARY NOTE: Because this course will focus on villains, we will without doubt encounter
disturbing subject matter. The assigned texts and films will feature bad human beings committing bad
deeds, seeking to traumatize and belittle and take advantage of and kill other people.

FSEM 1010 26, CRN 15857
Going Meta without Exploding Your Brain
Instructor: Lisa Nordeen
Meets: Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
Research teaches us that highly developed metacognitive skills are one of the key traits that good
problem solvers possess. Good problem solvers are able to recognize flaws and biases within their own
thinking, take a step back and consider their thought processes through self-evaluation, and then make
revisions based on those evaluations. Metacognition helps us to decide what we understand and what
we don't understand and then direct our own learning. “Going meta” means to become an audience of
your own performance. Throughout this course, students will be challenged to “go meta” as a way to
become more aware of their own learning and take control of their actions as they develop their critical
thinking skills.
This First-Year Seminar is reserved for students who are members of the Institute for Academic Success
program.
FSEM 1010 27, CRN 15858
Flipping Pages and Catching Flicks: Movies and the Books They’re Based On
Instructor: Patrick Hueller
Meets: Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
Maybe you're in line at a movie theater. Maybe you're searching Netflix. Maybe you finally find a movie,
THE movie, you want to watch. That's when someone—a friend? a bystander? the ticket booth
worker?—says, “The book is way better than the movie.” Is he or she just being snooty? Or is he/she
right? Is the movie always worse than the book it's based on? (If so, why make the movie in the first
place?) Do movies have storytelling limitations? Do books have storytelling limitations? Do some kinds
of books make better movies? Do movies have an obligation to be loyal to the books they're based on?

These are the sort of questions we'll be asking in this course. By the end of the semester, we will have
read several books, watched several movies, and (hopefully) come up with loads of interesting thoughts
about both.
This First-Year Seminar is reserved for students who are members of the Institute for Academic Success
program.

FSEM 1010 28, CRN 15859
Perfection Not Required
Instructor: Wendy Roberson
Meets: Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
Name a great leader – chances are that they were not perfect, no one is! They probably were able to
identify what they were good at, their talents – and use them in their leadership. We all have areas of
natural talent. This course will help students identify areas of talent, develop a plan for transforming
natural talents into strengths and cover ways to apply strengths in as a leader and in everyday life. This
course will also explore the concept of “Authentic Leadership” and how knowing your strengths can help
you be an authentic leader.
This First-Year Seminar is reserved for students who are members of the Introduction to Liberal Arts
program.

FSEM 1010 29, CRN 15860
iServe
Instructor: Jean Strait
Meets: Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
This First-Year Seminar embodies what it takes for one person to develop community and civic
engagement beginning with a public issue and carrying it though to change agent. Students will learn
how to research, inform, engage, support, fund and create change around a topic of their own personal
commitment and passion. One person can make a huge difference in communities using the five phase
community engagement plan. Community engagement involves people in the decisions that affect their
lives. Civic engagement is the process used to collaborate and act together to create positive change.

FSEM 1010 30, CRN 15861
Social Justice through Music-making
Instructor: Janet Greene
Meets: Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
We are swimming in music-listening choices yet are missing the most valuable and powerful attribute of
music - actual singing and playing together. Across the United States music education has been cut to
the bone in public school programs; particularly hard hit are the least advantaged school districts.
Families used to have a piano in the living room. Those pianos have been replaced by the television,
computer, and game consoles. Lack of access to music education is a social justice issue. The reality is
that learning to play and sing and become literate in music is increasingly the privilege of the affluent.
What have we lost as individuals and at the societal level? There is evidence that music participation
and education can uplift disadvantaged sectors of society. Path-breaking work has been done by leaders

of neighborhood, city-wide and country-wide music programs that have engaged disadvantaged groups
in their societies and delivered remarkable results. Our seminar will examine several of these case
studies from El Sistema in Venezuela to the Harlem Boys Choir in New York City. We will explore the
opportunities, or lack thereof, for music learning in our own backyard. Research will also touch on the
arts more generally – theatre, poetry, visual art, and dance, as well as the historical context of high and
low art in Western culture and the relationship of music and society in non-western cultures.

FSEM 1010 31, CRN 15862
Chinese Takeaway: Circulations of Culture and Identity
Instructor: Shannon M. Cannella
Meets: Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
What are the key, must-know, understandings regarding China today? We’ve heard that the histories,
economies, and social cultures of the United States and China have become inextricably linked – but in
what specific ways? What is essential to know? This course will explore the idea of “takeaway” broadly,
from the circulations of art, culture, and ideas between China and America, to the global trade of
Chinese-made consumer goods. Closer to home, we will consider how our own lives have been
impacted by our relationship with Chinese culture, from the growth of Minnesota companies with deep
China ties, such as 3M, Cargill, and Target, to the world-class collection of Chinese art at the Minneapolis
Institute of Arts. We will also turn to the more mundane, but equally exciting, question of the elusive
General Tso: the man, the recipe, and the phenomenon of Chinese take-out cuisine in America. Writing
assignments will include reflective essays, a film review, a literature review, and a final research project.

FSEM 1010 32, CRN 15995
Trash Talk: Discarded Things, Ruined Places, and Invisible People
Instructor: Brian Hoffman
Meets: Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
This course examines trash – uncovering the things and places ignored by design. We will apply an
anthropological lens, traveling across time and space, to explore our complex relationship with rubbish
and ruins. We will begin with “garbology”, an archaeological perspective on consumption and waste.
Next we will explore the lives of the people most involved with the material residue of our world –
employing ethnography to understand sanitation workers, urban explorers, pickers, hoarders, and
freegans. Finally, we will critically examine the globalized nature of modern refuse, from industrial ruins
to ship-breaking, attempting to trace some of the entanglement between place, people and discarded
things.

FSEM 1010 33, CRN 16048
Lies, pranks, and other ways to change the world
Instructor: Mike Reynolds
Meets: Monday/Wednesday/Friday 10:20-11:20
What is the relationship between a “performance,” a prank, a disguise, a novel, a lie ... and the “world”
these acts both represent and participate in? On his show “Nathan for You,” comedian Nathan Fielder
pretends to be a marketing consultant and lures unsuspecting small business owners into half-baked
advertising gimmicks. In a recent episode, he convinced a bar owner--struggling to keep afloat after a
no-smoking ban had cut into her business--that they should exploit a loophole in the law that allows
smoking “in the service of a theatrical performance.” To let bar patrons smoke, he argued, all they had
to do was sell tickets and call it a play. However, when they enacted this gag, the people who paid to sit
in comfy chairs and watch bar patrons drink (and smoke) were impressed by the “performance.” Fielder
then thought he was on to something even better. So he hired a slew of transcribers, captured every
conversation and action from that one night in the bar in a script, cast a range of actors (and rehearsed
them for hours), and then put on the “performance”--an exact replica of the earlier “fake” performance
and real evening--and sold tickets. Our FYSem will take that “event”--the snake-eating-its-own-tail of
representations that intrude upon, and take over, reality--as an exemplary problem about the
performativity of everyday life. We will explore how different, and often extravagantly fake,
performances reveal something about how we shape (and how we might reshape) our reality. We will
look at novels, films, and sundry events and spectacles that engage in politics, art, racial identity,
museums and knowledge, virtual reality, and ethical dilemmas; texts may include Percival Everett’s
Erasure, Re/Search’s Pranks and Kembrew Mcleod’s Pranksters, Lawrence Weschler’s Mr. Wilson’s
Cabinet of Wonders, Banksy’s Exit Through the Gift Shop, Jennifer Egan’s The Keep or Colson
Whitehead’s The Intutionist or Richard Powers’ Plowing the Dark, Jennifer Haley’s The Nether, McGehee
and Siegel’s Suture, Spike Lee’s Bamboozled, Robert Altman’s Tanner ‘88 and Grace Lee’s Janeane from
Des Moines, the 2016 U.S. Presidential Election, Alex Garland’s Ex Machina, and whatever Nathan
Fielder is up to.
CAUTIONARY NOTE: pranks are often disruptive, and purposefully inappropriate. Some of our course
materials will be potentially challenging and offensive--some of these works are explicitly trying to use
what we normally consider “obscene” (and keep off-stage) as a tool for reframing reality.
This First-Year Seminar is reserved for students who are members of the Introduction to Liberal Arts
program.

FSEM 1020 01, CRN 15101
Writing Intensive: The Myth of the Stranger-King: Historical and Ethnographic Perspectives on Colonial
Encounter
Instructor: Kate Bjork
Meets: Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
Hernán Cortés as Quetzalcóatl; Captain James Cook as Lono: the history of European colonial expansion
is full of accounts of white outsiders being welcomed and even worshiped as deities by the native
people they sought to conquer. But did the Aztecs and the Hawaiians really regard these foreigners as
gods or natural rulers? If not, why do such stories still hold so much power? (The myth of Cortés
apotheosis can still be found in many contemporary textbooks, encyclopedias, etc., as supposed
explanation for the relative ease with which a small force of Spaniards were able to overthrow the

powerful Aztec empire in 1521.) Drawing on the critical work of anthropologist Gananath Obeysekere
who argues that the myth of the stranger king is the product of European myth-making and not a
reflection of the beliefs of the peoples they encountered during the age of European colonial expansion
(1500-1850), this seminar will look at a variety of sources that reflect the European myth of the stranger
king, from classic fairy tales to contemporary literature and film. We will also turn a critical eye on
storytelling itself, paying attention to the ways in which narratives serve the universal human desire to
create and share meaning about the world we live in and the experiences we have—as individuals,
members of families, communities, nations, etc. Some of these stories we call myths; others history. In
this seminar we will read and discuss some stories generated by the experience of cross-cultural contact
in the context of European colonial expansion. We will probe the differences between ‘myth’ and
‘history’ as two ways of conveying different kinds of meaning.
Because this is a writing-intensive First-Year Seminar, you do not need to register for English 1110.

FSEM 1020 04, CRN 15863
Writing Intensive: Elections Through the Looking Glass
Instructor: David Hudson
Meets: Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
The idea of a media-saturated environment, where Americans learn most of what they know (or think
they know) about candidates and elections from the media, has been with us for some time. But shifts in
the media landscape in the past few years have made even the last general election look out of date.
Twitter and other social media, and the steady fragmentation of audiences, have all affected the way we
get the information we need to choose those who govern us. Media convergence and media divergence
have exacerbated splits among demographic groups. Candidates and their supporters, at least some of
them, have become more sophisticated in manipulating media coverage. This year, particularly, we have
seen assumptions about how media influence elections challenged, and in some cases exploded. Our
class will use the upcoming election as a platform to study the way politics and elections are covered,
and how that is changing. We will attend political events and analyze news reports, we will research and
evaluate campaign advertising, and we will launch a blog of our own and become part of the media
ourselves. This Writing Intensive seminar is intended to allow you to develop and demonstrate your
mastery of the first year writing competencies. Plan on readings in and on the media, writing four to five
papers, and participating in election activities on and off campus.
Because this is a writing-intensive First-Year Seminar, you do not need to register for English 1110.

FSEM 1020 06, CRN 15882
Writing Intensive: The Kids in America: Growing Up and Coming of Age with Mass Media
Instructor: Jane Turk
Meets: Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
There’s one sure thing parents can do to help their kids learn, regardless of financial means: Forbid them
from watching television on school nights.
– President Barack Obama
I believe knowledge is better than censorship. I'm not talking about letting your kid run wild on the
computer. I'm talking about media literacy. What's important is that kids understand the technologies
that surround them, especially as our telephone, our television, and our computer race to become one
entity. That way new technology can become useful tool of the child, instead of the child becoming a
tool of the technology.
- Linda Ellerbee, journalist, television producer
In this First-Year Seminar we will investigate the ways in which mass media are currently (and have been
historically) consumed by and targeted toward children and young people. We’ll examine how mass
media technologies shape and are shaped by the evolving cultural, political, and economic contexts of
the United States. We’ll consider theories about media’s effects on children and young people regarding
their social, educational, political, and moral development. We’ll explore how television, the internet,
and social media have evolved as mass media industries, educational tools, information sources, and
social and cultural practices. We’ll analyze representations of race, class, gender, place, and ability in
popular programming, and consider how such representations help to construct social reality. Through
course texts, class activities, and hands-on projects, we’ll work together to develop your “critical
apparatus” of skills, knowledge, and awareness so that, at the end of this First-Year Seminar, you will be
a more nimble and informed navigator of our current (and future!) media environment.
Because this is a writing-intensive First-Year Seminar, you do not need to register for English 1110.

FSEM 1020 07, CRN 15883
Writing Intensive: Italy: Its History and Culture (literature, art, music, and film)
Instructor: Nurith Zmora
Meets: Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 10:20-11:20
From the Roman Empire through the Renaissance, the Risorgimento (Italy’s national movement), to the
Fascist regime during World War Two, Italy was a center of world change and innovations. Its influence
far extended the confines of its boot shape land. A center of culture and inspiration for artists, writers,
and musicians, Italy gave to the world not only lessons in Republicanism, empire building and
destruction, and city states politics, but also rich literary tradition, great music, the opera, magnificent
works of art and architecture, not to mention powerful cinema and delicious food. We will study the
history of Italy and we will taste some of the literature, art, music, and films of this beautiful country.
Because this is a writing-intensive First-Year Seminar, you do not need to register for English 1110.

FSEM 1020 08, CRN 15884
Writing Intensive: From Aristotle to Alderaan: Ancient Myths and Modern Odysseys
Instructor: Gary Garbor
Meets: Tuesday/Thursday, 12:50-2:20
A myth is simply a story; an odyssey, any journey where either the destination or path is not fully
known. Myths and odysseys thus stand in for existence as a whole. As reflections upon life, stories are
one way by which we examine what is of ultimate value and meaning, and what makes a life worth
living. Thus they also ask the questions that philosophers ask about the meaning and value of human
existence. In this class, we will read philosophical accounts offered by Plato, Aristotle, Hegel, Confucius,
and others on these questions, along with the work of myth-makers both ancient and modern. The class
begins with Homer’s Odyssey, and then continues to Wu Cheng’en’s Journey to the West, the Hebrew
Bible, Dante’s Divine Comedy, and modern world cinema and literature. Texts and authors, however,
may also be modified according to the interests of the class.
Because this is a writing-intensive First-Year Seminar, you do not need to register for English 1110.

